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With senator’s help, facility receives new approach lighting system

Legislative Director Ken Montoya.
Along with the national office’s extensive legislative lobbying, the union is also initiating a major grass roots campaign. Several

locals, especially those Level II and III facilities in threat of being contracted out, are meeting with their members of Congress to
either enhance or establish a relationship with them, and educate them about contracting out.

Controller James McGhee, East St. Louis Tower, recently met with Rep. Jerry Costello, D-Ill. “This was about the third time in
five years he visited our facility. The main reason he came this time is because our facility is on the list to be contracted out. We
wanted him to get to know us personally, so he could put faces to East St. Louis Tower. Controllers let him hear their feelings
and opinions about privatization,” elaborated McGhee. “He was definitely receptive to our concerns and sounded firm on his
position that he opposed contracting out Level II and III facilities. I encourage other facility representatives to invite their members
of Congress to visit.”

“We have extended invitations before, but this was the first time Rep. Brian Bilbray, R-Calif., accepted, and it was well worth
it,” offered Controller Dan Hamilton, San Diego Montgomery Tower. “I think many times air traffic control is a mystery for
members of Congress. They ride on a plane regularly, but don’t really understand what goes on between the aircraft’s departure
and arrival. These facility tours and meetings give them an idea of the hardships controllers face on a daily basis, such as poor
equipment and inadequate staffing. I am also hoping Bilbray will refer to us as a point of contact and a resource when he needs
information.”

Controller Dennis Kern, Sacramento Tower, who recently met with Rep. Doug Ose, R-Calif., agrees. “Our congressman flies in
and out of our facility and seemed very interested about the condition of the tower he utilizes. This was the first time the
representative visited our facility, and our meeting went very well. He was very approachable,” commented Kern. “And it wasn’t
difficult to arrange his visit. We sent him a NATCA invitation and he accepted almost immediately.”

“Most controllers don’t attempt to meet their congressmen because they think it won’t do any good. But what is the alterna-
tive? Doing nothing and waiting to see what happens…. I think it is worth making a phone call or sending a letter to establish a
relationship,” explained Controller Joe Clyde, Everett Paine Field Tower. Clyde, along with Controller James Haugen, visited
Rep. Jack Metcalf, R-Wash., at his office to discuss privatization. “We discussed the nature of contracting out, and how the
managing companies are profit, not safety-oriented, creating a less safe operation.”

“The battle to stop the out-sourcing of air traffic controllers’ jobs will not be won on a single battle field. It will take a multifaceted
approach. We will use the media, both paid and free,  and our established presence in Washington, D.C., and we must mobilize
every NATCA member to join this fight,” concluded Legislative Committee Chair Alan Clendenin. “We can no longer be satisfied
with one-third of our membership carrying the load for the other two-thirds. Every NATCA member must write a letter to his or her
congressional representative. Every NATCA member must also call his or her representative. And every NATCA member must
join the political action committee to help elect a pro-air traffic controller Congress.”

For additional materials or information, please contact the Legislative Department at 202/223-2900.

continued from page 1
privatization of FAA facilities

“It is imperative to NATCA’s livelihood
for its membership to build and main-
tain strong relationships with mem-

bers of Congress.”
This is a concept NATCA legislative ac-

tivists have stressed for years. And two
controllers, Milwaukee Tower President
Steve Davis and Milwaukee Legislative
Director John Hermes, recently reaped the
rewards of a solid bond with their congress-
man, Transportation Appropriations Com-
mittee Member Sen. Herb Kohl, D-Wis.,
when their facility received a new approach
lighting system.

“We have worked hard to establish an
understanding and gain the respect of
Sen. Kohl. Our facility has a great rela-
tionship with him,” remarked Davis.

In late January 1999, Davis notified the
local media after controllers experienced

several extended outages of the 38-year
old Cat III approach light system for one
of his facility’s runways. “For about a year
we had problems with this equipment. Its
electrical parts and transformers were so
old, the lighting system continuously
failed. Because it was installed in the early
60s, replacement parts were not readily
available, and would have to be manufac-
tured, which was a whole other issue. We
were then 26th on the Federal Aviation
Administration’s list to obtain a replace-
ment and/or upgraded Approach Lighting
System,” explained Davis.

Even after the media reported the
facility’s predicament, the agency still
didn’t want to help. But Kohl heard about
the problem and took action. He submit-
ted a request to FAA Administrator Jane
Garvey to place expedited priority towards

Milwaukee Tower’s ALS. In March 1999,
he held a press conference at the facility
after receiving assurance from the FAA
that Milwaukee would obtain a new, “state
of the art” system. It would be installed
and fully operational by winter 1999, and
every possible effort would be made to
ensure the existing system was fully op-

������

����	��


continued on page 5

(l to r) Fac Rep S. Davis, Sen. Herb Kohl, D-Wis.,
and Legis. Dir. J. Hermes gather for a photo.
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Regional Vice Presidents
Eastern
Joseph Fruscella
370 Vanderbilt Motor Pkwy.,
Suite 2
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Phone: (516)436-7457
Fax:  (516)436-7520
natcafuse@mindspring.com
PIN: 13001

Central
Bill Otto
12 Seabiscuit Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301
Phone: (636) 723-1178
Fax:  (636) 723-0071
Central@natca.org
PIN: 12001

Northwest Mountain
James Ferguson
8118 So. Deer Run Way
South Weber, UT  84405
Phone:  (801)479-1290
Fax:  (801)479-1434
j.ferg@worldnet.att.net
PIN: 16001

New England
Mike Blake
20A Northwest Blvd.
Suite 226
Nashua, NH 03063
Phone:  (603) 673-7443
Fax:  (603) 673-3432
mikepappa@aol.com
PIN: 15001

Alaskan
Ricky Thompson
P.O. Box 233291
Anchorage, AK 99523-3291
Phone:  (907) 346-3372
Fax:  (907) 346-3373
rtnatca@pobox.alaska.net
PIN: 11001

Great Lakes
Jim Poole
1910 Highland, Suite 210
Lombard, IL  60148
Phone:  (630)268-8430
Fax:  (630)268-8476
jimpoole@earthlink.net
PIN: 14000

Western Pacific
Gus Guerra
2450 Peralta Dr.
Suite 211
Fremont, CA 94536
Phone:  (510) 739-1585
Fax:  (510) 739-1653
natcawp@worldnet.att.net
PIN: 19001

The National Air Traffic Controllers Association (AFL-CIO)
1150 17th St., N.W.
Suite 701
Washington, D.C. 20036
Return service requested.

Southern
Rodney Turner
100 Hartsfield Centre
Pkwy. Suite 510
Atlanta, GA 30354
Phone:  (404) 766-3118
Fax:  (404) 766-4265
NSO-NATCAmaniac
@worldnet.att.net
PIN: 17001

Southwest
Mark Pallone
1001 W. Euless Blvd.
Suite 215
Euless, TX 76040
Phone:  (817) 540-6661
Fax: (817) 354-8589
nswrvp@flash.net
PIN: 18001

Engineers and Architects
Jim D’Agati
1133 Hawthorne Lane
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Phone:  (847) 294-7864
Fax:  (847) 294-8414
jdagati@natca.net
PIN: 14345
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privatization
2000 legislative issues

organizing highlights
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This month’s highlights...

update on warp, data link

May
Facility Representative Training,
Las Vegas, Nev.

NATCA Bulletin Board
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Facility Representative Training,
Las Vegas, Nev.

Facility Representative Training,
Las Vegas, Nev.
NATCA Convention, Anchorage,
Alaska
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