
WEATHER TIPS

•	 Always get a current and complete weather briefing prior to 
departure.

•	 If the aircraft is not equipped for displaying weather, ask the 
controller to vector you around any known weather.

•	 If your aircraft has a failure of any weather equipment, 
immediately notify the controller if weather conditions are not 
favorable for VFR flight.

•	 An approach controller’s weather is real-time while an en route 
controller’s weather is processed with approximately a four to six 
minute delay.

•	 Provide Pilot Reports (PIREPs) on any weather you feel other 
pilots would like to know about.

•	 Immediately report icing conditions if you are flying in an area 
with no previous icing reports or the icing is different than 
reported.

•	 Do not accept a clearance from a controller if you believe it will 
put the aircraft in a dangerous weather situation.  The pilot has 
the final say!

•	 Remain a safe distance from convective weather.

• DISCLAIMER •
This pamphlet is intended to provide only basic tips on pilot/controller communications and is in no way 
intended as a substitute for formal flight training. This pamphlet was not developed or approved by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Therefore, the National Air Traffic 
Controllers Association (NATCA) makes no warranty whatsoever that the information contained in this 
pamphlet is an accurate reflection of current FAA guidelines. In no event shall NATCA be held liable for any 
damage or injury arising, directly or indirectly, from the use of the information contained in this pamphlet, 
including damage or injury arising from any inaccuracies, omissions, or errors contained herein.


