Congress of the United States
Washington, BDE 20515

December 8, 2023

The Honorable Sam Graves The Honorable Rick Larsen

Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure
2165 Rayburn House Office Building 2164 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Maria Cantwell The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Graves, Ranking Member Larsen, Chairwoman Cantwell, and Ranking Member Cruz,

We appreciate the House reaching a broad bipartisan consensus to improve our aviation system by passing the
Securing Growth and Robust Leadership in American Aviation Act (H.R. 3935) earlier this year. The House’s
passage of this FAA Reauthorization package, with strong support on both sides of the aisle, is a testament to
our tireless efforts to address the challenges facing our National Aviation System (NAS).

In that same bipartisan spirit, we write to reiterate our strong support for provisions included in H.R. 3935 to
improve air traffic controller staffing and hiring, without which the NAS will struggle to meet current and future
demands. Specifically, during future negotiations between both chambers, we urge you to ensure that any final
FAA reauthorization legislation sent to the President’s desk retains Section 314 of the House-passed bill. The
inclusion of this provision will ensure the FAA conducts maximum hiring of new controllers for the next five
fiscal years, as well as require the agency to revise its controller staffing model to include updated, more
accurate hiring targets.

Today, there are approximately 1,200 fewer fully certified air traffic controllers than 10 years ago. This
shortage of certified air traffic controllers has created inefficiencies in our aviation system, straining the
frontline workforce and negatively affecting the travel economy. As a result, the FAA has implemented
mandatory overtime for many air traffic controllers, including 10-hour days and six-day workweeks, which has
increased stress and fatigue within a profession that is integral to the safety of our skies.

The status quo is unsustainable as the FAA’s current finance-driven staffing model and inconsistent hiring
practices have persisted for more than a decade across multiple administrations. Even more concerning, a
Department of Transportation Office of Inspector General report issued in June 2023 found that, “FAA
continues to face staffing challenges and lacks a plan to address them, which in turn poses a risk to the
continuity of air traffic operations.”

A commitment to increase air traffic controller staffing is broadly supported among a diverse group of aviation
stakeholders, including commercial airlines, business aviation, private pilots, and labor organizations
representing controllers, pilots, flight attendants, aircraft mechanics, and ground support personnel.

! https://www.oig.dot.gov/library-item/39530
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The FAA reauthorization process presents a unique opportunity to improve controller staffing in a sustained and
comprehensive manner. If Congress misses this opportunity, the NAS will be hard-pressed to manage current
air traffic levels, let alone expand to integrate new entrants such as Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) and
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) operations.

Now is the time for a more proactive and intentional approach to addressing the ongoing shortage of air traffic
controllers.

Thank you for your continued leadership and efforts to address this critical issue. We look forward to
continuing to work with you on enacting a long-term FAA reauthorization bill into law that will ensure the
continued safety of the NAS.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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