
President Santa Credits Congress for Passing
Critical Steps Toward Fixing ATC Staffing in FAA
Reauthorization During Politico Panel on Aviation

NATCA President Rich Santa participated in a panel during Politico’s ‘Flight
Path: State of the Airline Industry’ event on June 12 in Washington, D.C.
Santa, along with Sharon Pinkerton, Sr. Vice President for Airlines for America
(A4A), Erin Witte, Director of Consumer Protection for Consumer Federation of
America, and Hassan Shahidi, PhD, President and CEO for Flight Safety
Foundation, discussed the critical issues facing the airline industry.

A variety of issues were discussed, but the panel agreed on one point – one of
the most critical challenges currently facing the airline industry was the air
traffic controller staffing shortage. Pinkerton stated that A4A believed that ATC
staffing was a top priority and were committed to getting the key provisions
passed in the bill.



“We were very pleased with the FAA bill and are very appreciative of
Congress’ efforts. Mostly our top priority, frankly, was ensuring that the system
was fully staffed,” Pinkerton said. “We worked very closely with NATCA to
ensure that FAA would do maximum hiring for the next five years. So, we are
very pleased with that provision.”

Santa echoed Pinkerton’s sentiment, calling the passage of the provisions
securing ATC maximum hiring for the life of the bill and the implementation of
the Collaborative Resource Workgroup’s (CRWG) staffing model as the basis
of the FAA Controller Workforce Plan, a “monumental achievement.”

“Maximum hiring is a game-changer for us. It allows for our recovery; it allows
the healing of our critically understaffed facilities,” Santa said. “And with the
new numbers – the collaborative resource workgroup numbers that were
developed by the ATO and NATCA, in cooperation with MITRE – getting the
bodies in the right facilities is essential. To have the maximum hiring for the
next five years and putting them where the traffic is, it is essential to the health
of the system.”

The entire panel discussion can be viewed here.

Happy Father’s Day from your NATCA Family

Happy Father’s Day from your NATCA family! Thank you to all the dads and
caretakers in our Union that sacrifice time away from their own families to keep
the National Airspace safe. Because of you, we have so much to celebrate on

https://www.politico.com/live-events/2024/06/12/flight-path-state-of-the-airline-industry-00001488


Father’s Day and every day. 

Welcome to Our Newest Members

Welcome to NATCA’s newest members! Let's give a warm welcome to these
sisters and brothers joining our NATCA family! We encourage NATCA
members to reach out in their facilities to these new members, share your
experiences, and help integrate them into our Union activities. Your guidance
is invaluable in fostering our new members’ growth and involvement. Together,
we can ensure our members are well-informed and ready to advance our
commitment to safety and advocacy in the skies. In the spirit of solidarity,
here’s to strengthening our union with fresh perspectives and energy.



There were 34 member applications processed for the week of June 11, 2024.

Central Region
Cody Mott (Kansas City Center, ZKC)

Eastern Region
Peter Caravousanos (Albany ATCT,
ALB)
Anthony Tisdall (Philadelphia ATCT,
PHL)

Great Lakes Region
Bradley Hilt (Appleton (WI) ATCT,
ATW)
Brandon Thomas (Green Bay ATCT,
GRB)
Madison Violand (Cleveland Center,
ZOB)

New England Region
William Neuendorf (Boston TRACON,
A90)

Northwest Mountain Region
Daniel Griggs (Hillsboro ATCT, HIO)

Region X
Rafael Rosario (Engineer/Eastern

Southern Region
James Entzi (Vero Beach ATCT,
VRB)
Tyler Meany (Jacksonville Center,
ZJX)
Irvin Norvius (Jacksonville Center,
ZJX)
William Eisenberg (Miami Center,
ZMA)
Miguel Perez Perez (Miami Center,
ZMA)
Nicholas Rousseau (Memphis Center,
ZME)
Jordan Hill (San Juan, ZSU)
Matthew Marzan (Atlanta Center,
ZTL)

​Southwest Region
Allen Ashlock (Baton Rouge ATCT,
BTR)
Brayson Earnest (Baton Rouge
ATCT, BTR)
Daniel Betz (Vance AFB, END)
Brendon Fletcher (Vance AFB, END)
Connor McLoughlin (Vance AFB,
END)



Region, EEA)
Cullen Talhelm (Engineer/Eastern
Region, EEA)

Colin Montgomery (Vance AFB, END)
Todd Moritz (Vance AFB, END)
Corey Raiche (Vance AFB, END)
Oscar Vallejo (Vance AFB, END)
Sara Vallejo (Vance AFB, END)
Kendall Robertson (Moisant ATCT,
MSY)
Nathan Andrews (Tulsa ATCT, TUL)
Michael Mosher (Tulsa ATCT, TUL)
Kim Mosher (Tulsa ATCT, TUL)
Joshua Adorno (Albuquerque Center,
ZAB)
Channing Stelljes (Fort Worth Center,
ZFW)
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